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On February 24, 2022, Russia, with the
support of Belarus, launched a new
phase of the war against Ukraine,
carrying out an unprecedented large-
scale invasion of the territory of our state
In recent history.

On February 24, 2022, Russia launched a new stage of the war against
Ukraine with the support of Belarus, carrying out a full-scale invasion
into the territory of our state, unprecedented in recent history.

The team of the Eastern Ukrainian Center for Civic Initiatives (EUCCI)
continues its work started back in 2014 to collect and document
violations of international humanitarian law (IHL) during the armed
conflict with the aim of turther submitting relevant materials to the
Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court (ICC), the
Office of the General Prosecutor (Ukraine), international investigation
commissions having the mandate to collect, document and prepare all
human rights violations, war and other crimes for trial, as well as to
other international organizations.

We hope that the results of our work and current information will also
be useful for journalists and a wide range of citizens interested in the

course of the armed conflict and the facts of violations of IHL.

Both parties to an international armed conflict are obliged to comply
at least with the Geneva Conventions of 1949, the Additional Protocol
| of 1977 to the Geneva Conventions of 1949, the Hague Convention
on the Laws and Customs of Land Warfare of 1907 and Regulations
on laws and customs of land warfare, which is an annex to this
Convention, observe international customs (Customary IHL) and

remember their obligations under the international human rights law.

It is clear that not all acts committed by the parties to the conflict

constitute violations of international law and/or are war crimes or
crimes against humanity. Therefore, we will try to explain separately

why certain acts should be considered a violation of THL.



Premeditated murder and torture.

Search and exhumation of the bodies of people whose deaths occurred during
occupation continued in the de-occupied municipalities of Zhytomyr, Kyiv, Chernihiv
and Sumy regions during May of 2022.

This process is most active in Kyiv region where the bodies of 1,288 civilians were
already found as of May 18.* It is not declared yet how many of these people have

died as a result of armed hostilities and how many have died of natural causes
including that as a result of impact of side factors of the war.

Hitps s Aintarfaoccom. uas news S general 833111 himl
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We remind that the number of bodies found in the territory of the Kyiv region was
1,084 civilians as of April 22, (it was noted that from 507% to 75% were people killed by

small arms).?

It can be assumed that the figure of 1,288 civilian deaths, unfortunately, will not be
final.

The police of the Kyiv region were looking for about 300 civilians who were

missing as of May 02, however this figure changes every day both in the direction
of increasing (receiving new search requests) and decreasing (due to establishing

location of people alive or finding corpses).?

Police officers regularly find new burial sites of civilians executed to death during
occupation.

Individual examples:

e e

On 02 May,

the Office of the General Prosecutor has reported
that during the conduct of investigative actions on
the territory of the village of Kalynivka (Makarivska
amalgamated territorial community (ATC), Kyiv region),
burial of two men with signs of torture was found. It
is alleged that according to preliminary information,
Russian military first tortured, and then committed
extra-judicial execution of two local residents during
occupation of the municipality. Hands of the dead were
torn off nails and tied behind their backs, and gunshot
wounds were found on their bodies.*

Cine of the men probably klled i Kalynevica, Kyre region
Photd: Office of the Gemnerad Prosed utal
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On 04 May,
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On 16 May,

the police exhumed and examined the bodies of two young men in the village of Rudnya-
Talska (Vyshgorod district, Kyiv region). It is alleged that Russian military shot a car with
two civilians on February 25, after which they ran over a car with people inside with heavy
equipment.”

it became known that the bodies of three male civilians were exhumed near the town of
Makarov (Bucha district, Kyiv region), where positions of the Russian military had been
located during active hostilities. A tripwire with a grenade was found near the burial site,
which was probably intended for those who will conduct search activities in this place.
According to preliminary data, one man was shot in the abdomen, the other two had shots
into the head. All three were dressed in civilian clothes. The identity of one of the men was
established. He turned out to be a citizen of the Czech Republic who was probably engaged
in volunteer activities. The identities of the other two are being established.”

hitps./ Swww facebook.compol kynvregons post s 362 705685887754
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On 23 May,

01 May,

the Solomyanskiy District Court of the City of Kyiv, which acted as a court of first
instance, announced the verdict against a Russian military serviceman, the commander
of "Kantemyrivska Division” section, a sergeant Vadim Shishimarin, who was accused of
committing a crime under Part Two of Article 438 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine (violation
of the laws and customs of war, combined with premeditated murder). The court found
the accused guilty of committing a crime and imposed a sentence of life imprisonment
According to the prosecutor's version found proven by the court of law, on 28 February
2022, in the village of Chupakhivka (Okhtyrka district, Sumy region), the accused has

committed a premeditated murder (by shot in the head) of the civilian and unarmed 62-year
old Alexander Shelipov, who was riding a bicycle on the side of the road. The accused has

pleaded guilty of committing the crime during the trial and asked for forgiveness from the

widow of the deceased.” The verdict of the court did not enter into legal force as of the
day of publication of the digest, and may be appealed against by the defense lawyer to the

Court of Appeal.” This verdict was the fhirst such sentence approved against a Russian army
serviceman after the full-scale invasion of the Russian Federation on 24 February 2022

it became known that the Russian military, probably in the village of Abrykosivka (Kherson
district, Kherson region), detained and tortured a local resident, former ATO participant
Nazar Kagalnyak. It was reported that the man did not take part in military operations,
sustained two cardiac infractions and a complex heart surgery, lived in the village and
raised two children on his own at the time of his detention. Subsequently, the military has
returned the tortured man back home, yet he has died as a result of his injuries.”

Hhoto of Marar Kagalnyak. Photo Censor. mert

nttps: S Aeverw bbo.comsukrainian/ news-61547873

As of today, the text of the court verdict was not made public, therefore information
about the case was taken by ELKCCI from mass media publications
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kass burigl in Bucha, Photc alarmscom

Those who died in the territory

of the Bucha dig.trict (Kyiv region).

The Telegram channel called "Those who died on the territory of Bucha district”, where photos of corpses
found allegedly in the territory of the Bucha district of Kyiv region are published starting from 07 April, continued
to be filled with photos during May 2022, These photos are accompanied by information about a person’'s name,
date of birth, anthropometric data, place of discovery of the corpse. items found with it and probable preliminary
cause of death if such information is known. It is stated in the "Description” of the Telegram channel that it was

created

"in order to look for relatives and identify those who died as a result of Russian aggression in Bucha

district”. In case of identification of a person on the photo, the channel's “subscriber” is invited to inform “Karina
Kostyukevich, senior operative of the Criminal Police Unit of Bucha District Police Department (DPD)". The

content

EUCCI
395 cor

of this channel is probably added by officers of territorial divisions of the National Police of Ukraine
nas provided data from this Telegram channel as of 30 April 2022 (based on information about

nses) in the Digest # 3."
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To date, EUCCI has analyzed information provided in this Telegram channel for the period

from 07 April to May 31 of 2022, totally about 531 corpses.” Telegram channel continues
to be updated.

Places where corpses were found, 531 in total:
« town of Bucha, 93

o fown Irpyn, 91

e city of Borodyanka, 51

e City of Gostomel, 48
e Cityof Vorzel, 24
e village Of Motyzhyn, 8

e village of Andriyivka, 8

e Other places (in particular, those not included in a description under the photo of a
corpse), 208

Out of the total number (531 corpses), both gender and approximate or exact age of people

were indicated in 416 cases. In the remaining 115 cases, gender or approximate age was
probably preliminarily unknown due to condition of the corpse and lack of documents with

It.

Ratio table by gender and age.

lotal number ol

Ape (years) Male gende Female gender

bodies found:
from O to 18 _ 5012 "":"i:u_:l _ 3 I:_D.?':!'h} 2 (0,5%)
rom 18 to 35 37(89%) | 33(7.9 %) 4 (1%)

from 35 to 60 229 (55 %) 193 (46,4 %) 36 (8,6 %)
from &0 to 80 120 (28,9 %) _ B7 (21%)

over 80 25 (6%) _ 8 (2 %)

Total number of ; 416 (100%) 324 (78 %)

Thus, the highest number of deceased were men aged 35 to 60 years (55 %).

Description of the preliminary cause of death (without a forensic report), probably only on
the basis of traces found on the corpse and /or clothing, is only provided for some corpses.
Obviously, the condition of many other corpses (putrefactive changes, mummified, burnt,
etc.) did not allow law enforcement officers to establish a preliminary (approximate) cause
of death without a forensic medical examination.

At the same time, information about the time, place and for circumstances of discovery of
corpses, visual analysis of the posted photos, in our opinion, indicate that the death of the
absolute majority of these people occurred from war factors and is associated with them.
For example, 26 burnt corpses were in the vast majority of cases found in the interiors of
cars being fired at and burned. Some of the corpses were exhumed, in particular, but not
exclusively, from mass graves (for example, a mass grave next to the church building on B.
Khmelnitsky str. 78 in the town of Bucha) and they had bullet and for shrapnel wounds.

¥ Accarding ta the estimate of ELCC



Ratio table by preliminary cause of death.

Preliminary (approximate) cause of death Number of bodies
(without forensic report): found (531 in total):
| Gunshot bullet wounds (head, chest, abdomen, limbs, etc.) Q93
| Shrapnel wounds, mine-explosive INjuries | .Y
| severe thermal burns that do not allow for determination of a 26
preliminary cause of death without a forensic opinion (burnt
| COMPSes) |
No signs of violent death (cardiovascular failure, etc.) 22
Damage to internal organs and deformity of bodies (bodies that 13
| were excavated from under the rubble of houses) _
Mechanical asphyxia 2
| Preliminary cause of death was not determined 538

Once again, we emphasize that we are talking about the preliminary (approximate) cause
of death. The exact cause of death in each specific case will be determined in accordance
with the procedure provided for by the legislation of Ukraine based on the results of a

farensic medical examination




Why this constitutes a violation of IHL:

Norms of international humanitarian law provide that parties to a conflict
must always distinguish between civilian population and combatants,
as well as civilian objects and military targets, and direct their actions

only against military targets accordingly, in order to ensure respect for
and protection of civilians and civilian objects (Additional Protocol | to

Geneva Conventions, Articles 48, 52, Customary IHL, norms 1, 7).

Civilians have the right to personal respect, respect for their dignity, the
right to family, their religious beliefs and rituals, habits and customs

under any circumstances. They must always be treated in a humane way
and be protected, in particular, from any act of violence or intimidation,

from insults and curiosity of the crowd. Taking hostages is prohibited
(Fourth Geneva Convention, articles 27, 34).

Murder, torture, cruel or inhuman treatment, abuse of human dignity,
in particular degrading and humiliating treatment, corporal punishment,
mutilation, rape and other forms of sexual violence, taking hostages,
forced disappearance and arbitrary imprisonment shall be prohibited
(Additional Protocol | to the Geneva Conventions, Article 75, Customary
IHL, norms 87, 89-93, 96, 98, 99).

Premeditated murder, torture or inhuman treatment, illegal detention of
a civilian are serious violations of the Fourth Geneva Convention (Article

147) and war crimes within the meaning of the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court (ICC Statute, Article 8 (1) (a) (i), (i), (vii)).




Sexual and gender-based
violence.

2

The number of allegations of cases of sexual and gender-based violence committed
by combatants and cases of encroachment on human dignity, in particular,

humiliating and degrading treatment continues to increase.

Individual examples:

— — — - e —

On 07 May, DeutscheWelle” published a fragment ot an interview with the parents of the 22-year-old
Karina Yershova from the town of Bucha (Kyiv Region). During the occupation of the town,
the woman was raped and then killed by a shot into the head. Before shooting the woman,
she was abused, in particular, she was shot in her legs.”

e 2

POCINCHLKI CONAATH 3aMilinm 1
A0 11 piAHOro Micra by4l He3aaoBro
[0 23-TO AHA HAPOJLKEHHA NIBYUHMN

Earnina Yersngdda, videdg screanshot, Ssource; Dautscha Wella
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On 17 May,

it became known that the Ukrainian Prosecutor Office has notified
a 20-year-old Bulat Fassakhov, radio-telephonist of the howitzer
artillery division of the 30th Separate Mechanized Brigade (SMB) of
the 2nd Guards combined arms army of the Central Military District

of the armed forces of the Russian Federation of suspicion of violating
the laws and customs of war. According to investigators, in March

2022, a combatant and another serviceman broke into a private house

in one of the occupied villages of the Brovary District of Kyiv region,
locked the residents of the house in the basement, and one woman

(not named) was raped by the accused, while threatening her with

physical violence against other family members. A few days later, the
accused, along with three other servicemen, broke into another private

house, where they all took turns raping the woman, threatening her
with murder.™

Bulat Fassakhoy Photo Odfice of the Gersral Prosec o

On 22 May, the publication "Fakty” has published a report from the village of Berestyanka (Borodyanka
district, Kyiv region). In the report, a woman named Zoya (last name is not quoted) tells
how the Russian military shot her unarmed son-in-law into the head during the occupation
of the village (shows traces of the shot and blood in the house) and raped her daughter
Natalia (last name is not quoted), as well as another woman From the same village named
Victoria. Zoya's story is supplemented by her neighbor Viktor (last name is not quoted), in
whose house Victoria hid after the rape while fearing rape also by other military personnel.”

On 24 May, it became known that in March 2022, during the occupation of the village of Bogdanivka
(Brovary district, Kyiv region) Russian military detained the senior priest of a local church
father Antoniy (Anton Piasetsky). The priest, an elderly man, was forced to strip naked
and beaten for no reason. He was subsequently released.™

4 https: S Awenw facebook comyVenaediktovalmynaSposis/ 3003245497 71886

% https /S fakly com.uays uas videos/ chalovilkiy -rozstrilyuvaly-a-zhimok-
gvaltunaly-ziochyry-okupantn-u-berestyanczi’
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On 27 May,

it became known that the Ukrainian Prosecutor Office
has communicated a suspicion of violating the laws

and customs of war to two Russian servicemen who,
according to investigators have treated local civilian

population in a cruel manner during the occupation of
one of the municipalities of Chernihiv region in March
2022, In particular, the suspects have settled in a house
where a Ukrainian family lived, a minor girl, her brother
and grandmother. The commander of a military unit
repeatedly tried to rape a 16-year-old girl, using physical
and psychological violence against her (he beat her on

the head with a weapon and strangled her, threatened
to kill her relatives and give her to other servicemen for

rape). In addition, the servicemen repeatedly held the
girl's brother in the courtyard of the house in handcuffs
and without outerwear in frosty weather, and inflicted
injuries on him."”

Thie photo probably shows suspects of wviolating the aws and cusioms
afl war, Phota Office of the Gendarg] Phosed gt
13 May The girl (her name was changed, and her face was hidden) told about some details of the

crime committed in an interview with journalists published on 13 May. In parallel with
the use of physical violence, the military man persuaded her to go with him to Russia
and cohabit together, and her grandmother actually saved her from rape while constantly
distracting the attention of the military. The girl's story was supplemented to journalists by
her brother Alexander, who was an eyewitness to all these events.™

Fhe girl talks about the circumstances of vislencs
r Video scresnshot, Source: “Current Tims'
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On 30 May,

Ukrainian Prosecutor Office has sent an indictment to the court of law against

a Russian

serviceman (name and unit are not quoted) who is accused of violating the laws and customs

of war, combined with premeditated murder. Pre-trial investigation was carried

out in the

absence of the accused under a special procedure (in absentia), since he is now beyond the
control of Ukrainian law enforcement officers. According to investigators, in March 2022,

the accused, along with another Russian serviceman (the name is not specified),
a private house and shot its owner during the occupation of one of the munici

hroke into

nalities of

the Brovary District of the Kyiv region. Later, while being in a state of alcoholic intoxication,
threatening the victim and her young child who was nearby with violence and weapons, the

accused has repeatedly raped the wife of the murdered civilian.

Photo of suspected rapist, Photos Office of the Cernas
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Why this constitut

es a violation of IHL:

Women need special protection against any encroachment on their dignity and, in

particular, protection against rape, coercion into prostitution or any other form of
encroachment on their morals (Fourth Geneva Convention, Article 27, Additional

Protocol | to the Geneva Conventions, Article 76).

In the resolution 3318 (XXIX) of December 14, 1974, the UN General Assembly
proclaimed the Declaration on protection of women and children in emergency

situations and during armed conflicts, in which it called on UN member states to
make every effort to protect women and children from the devastating consequences

of a war, to achieve a ban on such measures as torture, degrading treatment and
violence against them.

Widespread or systematic practice of rape and any other form of sexual violence of
comparable gravity constitutes a crime against humanity as defined by the Article 7

of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC Statute, Article 7 (1) (g)).

Rape and other forms of sexual violence are also considered a war crime in
understanding of the Rome Statute (ICC Statute, Article 8 (2) (b) (XXI11)).

In addition, the Rome Statute treats, in particular, humiliating and degrading

treatment as war crimes and encroachments on human dignity, (ICC Statute, Article
8 (2) (b} (XX1)).

For reference:

Sexual violence in situations related to armed conflict, in its various forms, has

been widespread since 2014, that is, since the very beginning of Russia's armed
aparession against Ukraine, as EUCCI has repeatedly reported in its publications,

researches and other materials.

See, for example, the EUCCI report: "War without Rules: Gender-Based Violence
in the Context of the Armed Conflict in Eastern Ukraine”:

https://jfp.org.ua/system/reports/files/110 /en/gon_eng_220818_web.pdf




Deliberate attacks on civilian
population and civilian objects.
Attacks of indiscriminate nature.
Failure to comply with the principle
of proportionality in an attack.

B
During May 2022, the armed forces of the
Russian Federation continued to ignore the '!rl _j._m
norms of IHL and inviolation of the principle , i ]‘
of distinction have camied out deliberate |
attacks on both civilian persons and civilian
objects. The number of indiscriminate
attocks continues to be consistently high
A5 |_I1I_"|-Hrli_' In nmn_ﬁr' LSS 1]1(_'!(_' i '::ulﬁ__:lirl"';.
of non-comphiance by the Russian military
of the principle of proportionality during
attacks. We remind that the essence of the
latter is that attacks which can be expected
to cause accidental death of civilian
population or injury to civilians, damage to
civilian objects, or a combination of such
consequences that would be excessive in
comparison with the expected specific and
immediate military advantage that should
be obtained are prohibited.

Municipalities, where active Ffighting
continued inside or nearby, were subject
to indiscriminate artillery attacks to (for
exampie, the city of Severodonetsk, Luhansk
region or the city of Bakhmut, Donetsk
region), as well as those municipalities thaf
are located in a sufficiently deep rear ot
Ukrainian troops (for example, the cities
of Kharkiv and Odessa). Municipalities in
the border regions of Ukraine that were
previously de-occupied (Chernihiv - and
Sumy regions) are subject to regular artillery
attacks from the territory of the Russian
Federalion
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According to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), 9,029 victims
were registered among civilian population of the country in the period from 04 hours 00 minutes on 24 February
2022 until the midnight on 30 May 2022: 4,113 killed and 4,916 wounded. OHCHR has noted that the majority of
reported deaths or injuries were caused by strikes of long-range explosive weapons and it believes that the actual
numbers are much higher because information is received late from places where intense fighting continues and
it requires verification.™
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Individual examples:

e ——

On 02 May,

the armed forces of the Russian Federation launched a missile strike on objects in the city
of Odessa (Odessa region). At least one 14-year-old child was killed and another child was
injured.” On 08 May, two Russian missiles fired from planes from the side of the Black Sea
hit a residential area, having destroyved recreation areas. Another missile was shot down
by Ukrainian air defense system.” On 09 May, the Russian military launched a new missile
strike on the city. It was reported that a total of seven missiles were fired. At least one
person was Killed and five injured. A shopping and entertainment center was destroyed in
the village of Fontanka (a suburb of Odessa).*

£

—_—

Odessa shopping mall "Rriera® after shelling. Photor Sorya Lukashova, Usrpravda
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On May 03,

the armed forces of the Russian Federation attacked the
territory of the Avdiivka coke plant {city of Avdiivka,
Donetsk region).” Seven employees of the plant were
killed and 19 were injured. People had just completed

their work shift and were waiting at the bus stop for a
bus to take them home.*

A video of the shelling from surveillance cameras

can be viewed here: hitps://'www.facebook.com/
watch/v=488632232958334

On May 4,

the Russian military shelled the frontline town of
Sviaatohirsk (Donetsk region) and surrounding
municipalities defended by the Ukrainian military.
In particular, the Holy Dormition Sviaatohirsk Lavra
Monastery came under fire. A hostel was damaged and
at least seven people were injured.” On 09 May, a new
artillery strike destroyed St. George Skete of the Holy
Dormition Sviatohirsk Lavra Monastery in the village of
Dolyna. No fatalities or injuries were reported.*

Corsequences of shelling of 5t Geonge Skete of the Haly Dormition
Syviatchirsk Lavra Monasieny. PRato Natonal PoleCe

Consequerces of shelling of Kramatorsk, 5 May, Vided screenshot

Source: Pavlo BEyrdenko § Daonetsk Hedgeonal State Admenisoration

{Reguonal Military Administratson)

On May 05,

Russian armed forces launched a missile strike on the
city of Kramatorsk (Donetsk region). 9 residential
buildings, a school and other civil infrastructure
facilities were damaged. At least 25 civilians were
injured.” On May 25, the Russian military launched
another missile strike on high-rise residential areas
and low-rise residential areas of the city. Residential
buildings were destroyed. No fatalities or injuries were

reported.”

o hittps:/ S Lmes paviokyrylenko _donodas 32505
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On 09 May,

during the shelling of the de-occupied territory of the Shostka district (Sumy region),
one of the Russian missiles hit an ancient Jewish cemetery in the town of Glukhov (Sumy
region), the largest preserved cemetery in the region which has survived since the Second
World War.® On 12 May, the armed forces of the Russian Federation carried out several
airstrikes on the town of Novhorod-Siverskyi (Sumy region). Buildings of a school and
boarding school, the district administration, medical college dormitories, a store, and low-
rise residential buildings were destroyed or damaged.™ At least three people were killed
and 19 others were |r1_i|:|r+::.1.': On 17 I\-fti'_ﬁ_.- there was another missile strike on the territory
of Sumy region. This time, shelling was made on the town of Trostyanets, 50 km away from
the Ukrainian-Russian border. At least five missiles hit the central part of the town and
the "Dachnyi” residential area. Residential buildings and civil structures were damaged, in
particular, the building of a church and a kindergarten. At least five civilians were injured.*

hitps./ Ssuspilne medias 237583 -znseni-vibuhom-ta-pozrezeu-mogili-nas ldki-
VILKCaNNG- oS! |SKDI-raked-u-evreskij-cvinlar-na- sumsin|/
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On May 16, while using missile and artillery weapons, the armed forces of the Russian Federation have
shelled the city of Mykolaiv (Mykolaiv region). Civilian objects of the city were damaged.
No fatalities or injuries were reported.” In general, the city was shelled almost daily in May.
An analysis of reports from the local state Emergency Service and local police shows that
at least 22 days of shelling took place in the period of 31 calendar days in May.*
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On 17
and 19 May,

B NOHELBHA
A OENACHA
B NPOMYPATYRA

the armed forces of the Russian Federation have carried out airstrikes on the city of
Bakhmut (Donetsk region). The first airstrike killed at least five civilians, including a two-
vear-old child. At least four people, including three children aged 9, 12 and 17 were injured

in various degrees of severity. An apartment building was destroyed.™ As a result of

second airstrike, a five-story residential building, a low-rise house and an administra
building were destroyed. Rescuers have evacuated six people out from under the rub

No fatalities were reported. About 20 thousand civilians continue to remain in the front
city. ™
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On May 19,  duringthe night, the Russian military used Grad and Uragan multiple launch rocket systems

(MLRS) about five times against the village of Velyka Kostromka (Kryvyi Rig district of
Dniepropetrovsk region). No deaths or injuries were reported, but low-rise residential

buildings and structures of the civilian population were damaged.” On 25 May, the Russian

armed forces once again shelled the villages of the district. The Zelenodolsk community
came under fire: the villages of Velyka Kostromka and Maryanske. A kindergarten, a church,

and houses were damaged. No fatalities or injuries were reported.™

L
Consequences of the shelling of the Jelenodosk Comimunity Comsequences of the sheldling of Yelylksa Kostraomka, 19 MMay
&5 May, Photo; Valantin Reznichendo / Dnipropetrovsk Fagiona Fhoto: valentin Reznichenko | Dnipropetroesk Fegional State Adminesstration
State Adrministraban (Dnipropet roveks Begional Military (Cripropetrovek RBegional Military Administrateon)

A Py ST T eS|

eSS AL drvprapetrovek alCA S G os
https /£ LmeSdripropetrovekaD DA 101 3Tee b=l ARICEF 3viirpd - 7-
i1 T DHER FOOM Ry M LrS00qn 3 EME-Jkdl _eC




On 20 May,

the Russian military have launched a missile strike on the recently reconstructed building
of the Palace of Culture in the city of Lozova (Kharkiv region). At least seven people were
injured, including an 11-year-old child. The building was destroyed.™

On 20 May, the artillery shell hit the school building in the city of Severodonetsk (Luhansk
region), where about 200 civilians stood in the shelter at that time, including a large
number of children. At least three people were killed."® A similar case took place on 07 May
in the village of Bilohorivka (Severodonetsk district, Luhansk region), where, according to
Ukrainian authorities, the Russian military dropped an aerial bomb on a school building,
the basement of which served as a shelter for civilian population of the village. There were
about 90 people in the basement of the building. At least 30 people were reported rescued
from the rubble. The death toll was not reported.”
W hitps./ /Lme/V _Zelenskiy_official/1712
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On 25 May, Russian armed forces launched four cruise missiles at the city of Zaporizhzhya
(Zaporizhzhya region). One missile was shot down by the Ukrainian air defense system
while the other three hit residential areas of the city and a shopping center. At least 62
homes were damaged in a low-rise residential area. At least one person was killed and three
were injured.*

On May 26, the Russian military once again shelled the city of Kharkiv (Kharkiv region) from large-
caliber guns "Pion" (firing range - up to 47 km) and multiple launch rocket systems.™ Nine
people were Killed, including a 5-month-old child, and 19 people were injured." On May 30,
the Russian military carried out an artillery attack on the Kyivskiy District of Kharkiv City.
Nine Streets came under artillery fire. At least three civilians were injured: a 16-year-old
boy and two men.™

On May 26, the Russian armed forces carried out an artillery attack of the town of
Dergachi (Kharkiv region). At least one person was killed and another one was injured.
Houses were destroyed on the outskirts and in the town center.

On May 31, the Russian military launched a missile strike with Iskander operational-tactical missile
system (OTMS) on residential areas of the city of Slovyansk (Donetsk region).*” At least
three people were killed and six were injured. A school building and about seven multistorey
residential buildings were destroyed.™
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Mass graves in Mariupol.

Meanwhile, mass burial sites continue to increase
near the occupied and destroyed city of Mariupol
(Donetsk region).

We shall remind that on 21 April, it became known about
the probable place of mass burial of the deceased
civilian population of the city of Mariupol on the site in
the occupied territory of Mangush township located
20 km away to the west of the city. According to
estimates of Mariupol City Council, from three to nine
thousand residents of Mariupol can be buried in this
place.* On 22 April, it became known about another
possible place of mass burial of the dead residents
of Mariupol, near the cemetery/at the cemetery in
the occupied village of Vynogradne located on the
eastern outskirts of Mariupol.™ On 25 April, there was
a message about the third place of mass burial. This
time, in the territory of Starokrymsky cemetery (about
5 km north of Mariupol, occupied territory).” The
number of people buried in these places is unknown.

lournalists of the Ukrainian project "Schemes™ claim
that in May of 2022, the satellite has recorded an
increase of mass graves at the Starokrymsky cemetery
and in the village of Vynogradne. On the satellite image
of Planet Labs of 8 May, the mass grave site at the
Starokrymsky cemetery has increased from 200 meters
to more than 340 meters in length, compared to the
image of this territory of 24 April. The number of
trenches has also increased. The place of mass burial
has also increased at the cemetery near the village of

Viynogradne, ™

A video from the cemetery near the village of
Vynogradne, published in the Telegram channel of
Mariupol city council, can be viewed here: https://t. me/
mariupolrada,/9552

The information of journalists is actually confirmed by
Petro Andryushchenko, adviser to the mayor of the city

# https.//Lme/mariupolrada/g324

of Mariupol. On May 30, he has noted that 25 new
trench-type sectors appeared at the Starokrymsky
cemetery within a month. According to him, the bodies
are laid in several layers, and since mid-April, the
occupation authorities have buried at least 16,000
residents of the city in mass graves. About 5,000 more
people, according to him, were buried by municipal
utility services until mid-March, when Ukrainian
authorities were still functioning in the city. According
to him, "thousands” of bodies still remain under the
rubble, in spontaneous cemeteries and in temporary
morgues.™

Information about the evacuation of bodies of the
deceased civilian population from the rubble of
buildings and structures is regularly published by

the mayor's advisor in his Telegram channel {since
the city is occupied, the relevant work is carried out

by the occupation authorities). For example, on May
24, it became known about discovery of about 200
corpses under the rubble of a residential high-rise
building near the suburban bus terminal on Mira
Avenue (Bus Terminal 2)*, and on May 27, about 70

corpses were found under the rubble in the territory
of the former factory "October” on Kuindzhi Street

(allegedly evacuated for burial in a mass grave at the
Starokrymsky cemetery). It is emphasized that no
identification of the bodies takes place before burial.*

According to an investigation by the American news
agency "Associated Press’, which was published on
04 May, about 600 people were probably killed inside
and outside of the building as a result of an attack

on the building of the drama theater in Mariupol
(March 16).%

Places of mass burial of the deceased civilian population
exist not only around the city of Mariupol, but also in

other Ukrainian cities that were under indiscriminate
shelling and in the epicenter of hostilities.
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For example, in the city of Lysychansk (Luhansk region), located on the path of the offensive of Russian troops
in the Luhansk region, about 150 civilians who died from shelling and /or died of natural causes during the war
are buried in one of the mass graves. Due to the termination of funeral services in the city, local police deal with
burial.” EUCCI assumes that this is not the only place of mass burial bath in Lysychansk and in neighboring cities
covered by military operations.

T
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The palice are burying Covileiis ir B mass grave in the aity of Lyspchansk. Video soréenshod
SO Sy Gasdal'Lubarsk Begional State Admminestrachos (Luhansk Regiorsal Mulitarny Adrrunestrat o)

On 31 May, Kotelevsky District Court of Poltava region announced the first verdict in Ukraine fo a
contract serviceman of the armed forces of the Russian Federation accused by the
Prosecutor Office of Ukraine of violating the laws and customs of war. The Russian citizens
Alexander Bobykin and Alexander Ilvanov were found guilty of shelling civilian objects
in Kharkiv region and received a sentence of 11.6 years of imprisonment (the maximum
sanction provided for 12 vears of imprisonment). Both defendants have pleaded guilty of
the crime.™ The verdict of the court can be appealed against by the accused to the court
of appeal within 30 days.
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For reference:
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According to preliminary data of the Secretariat of the Verkhovna Rada Commissioner
for Human Rights, as of 31 May 2022, since the beginning of Russia's full-scale
invasion to Ukraine at least 243 children were lost. 446 children were injured. It is
noted that due to the ongoing fighting, it is not yet possible to establish the exact
number of dead and injured.”

On 05 May, during evacuation of animals from the zoo in the city of Kharkiv
("Feldman Ecopark’) a 15-year-old volunteer was killed who helped his parents to
feed and then evacuate the animals.™

Why this cnnﬁtit

Norms of international humanitarian law provide that parties to a conflict must
always distinguish between civilian population and combatants, as well as civilian
objects and military targets, and direct their actions only against military targets
accordingly, in order to ensure respect for and protection of civilians and civilian
objects (Additional Protocol | to Geneva Conventions, Articles 48, 52, Customary
IHL, norms 1, 7).

Protection of civilian objects is stopped when these objects begin to be used for
military purposes.

Preventive measures during an attack provide, in particular, but not exclusively,

that the person who plans an attack or decides on its implementation, must do
everything practically possible to make sure that the objects of the attack are

neither civilians nor civilian objects and are not subject to special protection,

but are precisely military targets (Additional Protocol | to Geneva Conventions,
Article 57, customary IHL, Rule 16).

Indiscriminate attacks, in particular attacks not aimed at a specific military target,
or attacks where methods or means of conducting military operations are used that
cannot be directed at a specific military target, are prohibited.

In case of a doubt as to whether an object which is normally intended for civilian

purposes, such as worship, a residential building, a school, is used to effectively
support hostilities, it is assumed that such an object is used for civilian purposes

(Additional Protocol and to the Geneva Conventions, Article 52).

Deliberate attacks on civilian population or individual civilians, deliberate attacks on
civilian objects, failure to comply with the principle of proportionality of an attack,
and certain other related acts committed during an international armed conflict are

war crimes within the meaning of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal
Court (ICC Statute, Article 8).
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4 Threat to high-risk structures
and installations.

During May 2022, the armed forces of the Russian Federation continued to threaten
safe operation of the Zaporizhzhya Nuclear Power Plant (NPP) by their actions.

&4

Faporizhzhya NPP. Archive photo

According to the Ministry of Environmental Protection and Natural Resources of Ukraine, 500 armed Russian
servicemen and "a lot of explosives” remain at the station at the end of May® (probably referring to heavy

equipment in the perimeter of the station and ammunition for it).* The military dug trenches, placed sandbags,
concrete blocks and other engineering barriers along the entire perimeter of the nuclear power plant, that is, in
fact, turned it into a military base.™ The ministry notes that all the station's personnel work under pressure from
the military, and facts of bullying and kidnapping have been recorded.

For example, on 23 May, Russian military broke into the apartment of Sergiy Shvets, an employee of the power
supply and repair division of the Zaporizhzhya NPP, and shot him with automatic weapons. The man was
hospitalized with multiple bullet wounds.™ The reasons for this attack and the fate of the man after the injury
are unknown.
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Why this constitut

Installations and structures containing dangerous forces like dykes, dams and
nuclear power plants, shall not be targeted if such an attack can cause a release of

dangerous forces and subsequent heavy civilian casualties. Assault is prohibited even
in those cases where such objects are military ones [Additional Protocol | to Geneva

Conventions, Article 56). During attacks on high-risk structures and installations,
special attention should be paid to avoiding the release of dangerous forces and
excessive civilian casualties during such attacks (Customary IHL, norm 42).

At the same time, the ban on attacks on these objects is not absolute. For example,
the special protection against attacks against nuclear power plants is terminated
if the nuclear power plant generates electricity for regular substantial and direct
support of military operations and if such an attack is the only practical way to stop
such support.

It is quite obvious that Ukrainian nuclear power plants are purely civilian facilities
and are not military facilities. There are no other Ukrainian military facilities near the
nuclear power plant. Consequences of conducting military operations near power
plants, damage to their infrastructure, turning nuclear power plants into military
bases of the Russian Federation, launching missiles over the territory of nuclear
power plants, mining the relevant territories and other similar actions in most cases
are unpredictable and pose an exceptional danger.

An intentional attack, when it is known that such an attack will cause accidental
death or injury to civilians or damage to civilian objects or large-scale, long-term and

serious damage to the natural environment, which will clearly not be comparable
to the specific and immediate expected general military advantage, is a war crime

within the meaning of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC
Statute, Article 8 (2) (b) (IV)).

es a violation of IHL:




Threat to t

he natural environment.

Figld i Donetsk regios, Jure 2022, Pholfod imigur.com

Threat to the natural environment of Ukraine as a result of military operations (air
pollution, damage to ecosystems, water resources, etc.) is increasing daily.

In addition to what we have already described in our previous digests™, it must be noted that the Ministry for
Environment of Ukraine has noted the following in its May weekly reports (quoted selectively):

« |arge-scale fires at infrastructure and industrial facilities led to poisoning of the air with particularly dangerous

substances. Pollutants can be carried

« destruction of settlements leads to po

Dy winds over long distances;"™

lution of the environment with construction debris and ashestos, and

consequences of such pollution for the environment will manifest themselves for many years;”

« due to armed hostilities and mining of territories, rescuers and foresters are not always able to fully prevent
and eliminate forest fires.® As a result of fires caused by the actions of Russian troops, more than 17,000

hectares of forests of natural reserves

were damaged in Luhansk region alone;"
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« Russian troops are attacking infrastructure along
the coasts of the Black and Azov seas and ships
at anchor, which leads to water pollution and the
spread of toxins into the sea.™ In particular, on
4 May, the Russian military fired at the MTM RIO

Grande tanker from Singapore at Nika-Tera Port of
Mykolaiv;”

« The Russian Federation is fighting in protected areas
of international and European significance while
destroying habitats of rare and endemic species.
Some unique foci of endemic species may disappear
due to armed hostilities;™

e Turkish marine biologists report that more than 100
dolphins have been found stranded on the Black

Sea coast since February. This figure significantly
exceeds indicators of past years. Earlier, a significant

increase in mortality among dolphins was reported
by employees of the National Nature Park "Tuzla
estuaries’ in Odesa region. Sonar devices of Russian
warships, which affect the hearing organs of

dolphins, have a negative impact on animal health.
Having lost their orientation, Dolphins in a panic

can throw themselves ashore and die. The scale of
dolphin deaths has not yet been studied.”
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On May 11, due to shelling in Kramatorsk District of Donetsk region, a warehouse with ammonium
nitrate was damaged. Leaders of the city military administration of the city of Slovyansk
have asked residents to limit their stay in the open air and close their windows tightly for
a day.™

On May 16,

the Russian military hit a warehouse with ammonium
nitrate in Kharkiv region. A large column of orange

smoke was formed as a result of the explosion.™

Consequances of guplosion of the wareghousa with ammonium nitrate
Fhoto: Pavio Kynilenko / Donetsk Regeanal State Administration
IRegeanal Milary Aadmenistration]
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On May
11-18,

On 20 May,

On 30 May,

On 31 May,

numerous attacks on the phenolic plant in the village of New York (Donetsk region) and
Avdiivka coke plant (Donetsk region) were registered.™

Russian troops launched a missile strike on a fertilizer plant in Odesa region, which caused
a fire to break out. The air smelled of ammonia. Another Russian missile hit one of the
infrastructure facilities in the city of Mykolaiv. The air in the city smelled of ammonia.”™

as a result of armed hostilities, tightness of the ammonia pipeline branch in the Bakhmut
District of Donetsk region was damaged.™ There was a minor ammonia leak with a possible
damage radius of about 4 km."™

as a result of shelling of the Azot plant in the city of Severodonetsk (Luhansk region), a
nitric acid leak has occurred
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Consequences of hitting a nitnc acld tank at a chemical plamt

Fhotor Serhily Gaidal { Luhansk Begeonal State Admnistration |[Lubansk Begional Military Administration)
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Why this constitutes a violation of IHL:

When conducting military operations, care must be taken to protect natural
environment from widespread, long-term and serious damage. Such protection

includes a prohibition of use of methods or means of warfare that are intended
to cause or are expected to cause such damage to the natural environment and

thereby harm health or survival of the population (Additional Protocol | to the
Geneva Conventions, Article 55).

Itis prohibited to make an attack on a military target if such an attack can be expected
to cause excessive accidental damage to the natural environment compared to the

expected specific and immediate military advantage (Customary IHL, norm 43). /
When conducting military operations, all practically possible precautions must be
taken to avoid and, in any case, minimize accidental damage to the environment
(Customary IHL, norm 44). |
An intentional attack, when it is known that such an attack will cause a large-scale,
long-term and serious damage to the natural environment, which will clearly not be
comparable to the specific and immediate expected general military advantage, is |
|

a war crime within the meaning of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal
Court (ICC Statute, Article 8 (2) (b) (IV)).

Obviously, it is too early to speak of "widespread, long-term and serious harm” as it

is understood in practice of application of the relevant IHL norms. At the same time,
it is also obvious that the armed forces of the Russian Federation do not take all

practically possible measures of precaution to avoid such potential harm. Further

disregard of the above-mentioned norms of IHL will inevitably lead to the harm
mentioned above.
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G Seizure and looting of property.

The trend of seizing and looting property which belongs to individuals and legal
entities, the state and territorial communities continue to remain unchanged in the
occupied territories.

The range of types of property that become an object of encroachment is quite
diverse: from domestic robbery of the local population (cars, money, etc.), to the

seizure and looting of the property of large companies in significant amounts (crops
of agricultural enterprises, steel products of metallurgical plants, goods and property

complexes of supermarkets, etc.).



Individual examples:

-_--'-——_

30 April - 01 May

in the Russian-occupied city of Melitopol (Zaporizhzhya
region) a ‘new” grocery supermarket called "Mera” was
launched ("Mera market”). At least one such store was
opened on the basis of the seized property complex of

the largest Ukrainian grocery supermarket chain "ATB”
(supermarket on Heroes of Ukraine Street). Actually,

soods of a Ukrainian company are sold out in the premises
of the captured supermarket. Before the occupation,
11 supermarkets of the ATB company operated in
Melitopol, and all of them were probably seized by the
occupation authorities.® One can pay Russian rubles or
Ukrainian hryvnias in the "new” supermarket, and the
recipient of funds according to the receipt is probably
a Russian company registered in the territory of the
Russian Federation (city of Belgorod, Belgorod region).™
It is expected that "Mera” supermarkets controlled by
the occupation authorities will also open on the basis of
other seized stores of ATE and other Ukrainian retailers in
the near future.

Meyw supermarkat sign, Photo Ria-Maldopol

On May 16,

it became known that the Russian military immediately
after the occupation of the city of Kherson (Kherson
region), seized the building "Suspilne Kherson™ (National

Public Television and Radio Company of Ukraine) and
looted the equipment of the TV and radio company.™

Ssniire Kherson Photo’ 1BC-Kherson
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On 26 May,

- a thorough journalistic investigation of the Russian online publication Mediazona was
published, which, after the story of sending parcels by the Russian military from the
Belarusian city of Mozyr (see below) has started monitoring how the military uses the
servicesof SDEK’ postal company. 13 citieson the border of Ukraine with Russia and Belarus
were included in the journalistic monitoring. While describing in detail the methodology of
their research, the journalists have noted that they found both an abnormal increase in
shipments that coincided with the beginning of the war, and also unusual connections
between cities, which in their opinion confirm the version of the widespread looting of
Ukrainian municipalities. It is claimed that in one of the cases the Russian military have
used a delivery service even to transport a Russian military drone, that is, they probably
robbed both Ukrainians and their own army,®
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We remind that on 3 April, the "Belarus Gayun” publication has published a three-hour
video recording from a surveillance camera at the SDEK delivery service office in the
Belarusian city of Mozyr (near the border with Ukraine). In the video, one can see how the
Russian military make shipment of domestic items.® Later, the names of military personnel
(16 people), the destination and content of the parcels (clothing, fishing accessories,
instruments, musical accessories, etc.) were established.
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On 27 May, the Ukrainian international mining and metallurgical Company "Metinvest” which owns
enterprises in Ukraine, EU and the United States, has issued a statement entitled "Metinvest
reports piracy by the Russian Federation™™ The company claims that on the day of the
beginning of the war (24 February 2022) in the port of the city of Mariupol (Donetsk
region), there were metallurgical products produced at the company's enterprises. These
products were to be exported to customers from different countries, in particular Spain,
taly, Belgium, Greece, Portugal and Turkey. The company notes that there is a high risk
of theft and illegal export of metallurgical products. On 29 and 31 May, an adviser to
the mayor of the city of Mariupol has reported in his Telegram channel that in the port
of Mariupol, 2,500 tons of rolled steel were loaded onto a ship under the Russian flag
that went to the Russian port in the city of Rostov-on-Don.* In addition, according to the
mayor's adviser, the occupation authorities have already announced the “nationalization™
of 34 vessels that remain in the port.* On the same day, 31 May, the Russian media outlet

"RBK" has quoted the words of the head of a self-proclaimed "DNR" Denis Pushilin, who
said that "some of the vessels will come under the jurisdiction of DNR, relevant decisions

have already been taken and the flags that will be on them were already changed. These
vessels will be renamed”.™

Loadmg of a vessed in tha port of
Mariupcd Video screenshaol
Source Ardryushenenko Time
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On 05 May,

the American TV and radio company CNN published an article about possible looting of
Ukrainian grain and equipment in the occupied territories of southern Ukraine (Kherson
and Zaporizhzhya regions). Citing their own sources, the journalists claimed that columns
of Russian trucks transporting grain from farms and grain elevators were seen in the south
of Ukraine. For example, at the end of April, the Russian military took out 1,500 tons of grain
from grain elevators in the Kherson village of Mala Lepetykha, on trucks with "Crimean”
license plates. The next day, the same trucks, in the quantity of 35 tucks, returned and took
out grain from a grain storage facility in the nearby village of Novorayske.™

Information about the export of grain crops is also received from other occupied regions of

Ukraine, For example, according to the report of Luhansk regional military administration,
as of 04 May, the occupation authorities have exported about 100,000 tons of grain from

Luhansk region™, and Borivska village council {lzyum district, Kharkiv region) claimed that

the occupation authorities had implemented a "taxation system” in the territory of the
community, which includes transfer of 50% of profit/crop to the occupation administration.

The village council also noted that on 26 May, at least 15 trucks of sunflower seeds were
taken out of the village in the direction of the occupied city of Starobilsk (Luhansk region).™

In all cases with the exported crops, it is not known for certain whether their owners (farms,

agricultural enterprises and small landowners, etc.) have received at least a partial refund
of its value.

At the same time, on 19 May, Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba thanked Egypt
‘for refusing from a Russian ship loaded with grain stolen in Ukraine™, which probably

indicates the validity of statements of Ukrainian authorities and journalists about looting
of Ukrainian grain, since it is refused by governments of foreign countries.

L8 Teur

Dmytro Kuleba @
EDmytroKuleba

™ Ukraine government official

Spoke with my Egyptian counterpart Sameh Shoukry.
Grateful to Egypt for turning away a Russian ship

loaded with grain stolen in Ukraine. We agreed to
coordinate efforts to make Russia unblock Ukraine’s

food exports. Ukraine and Egypt keep working together
to ensure food security.
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On 29 May,

Why this constitutes a violation of IHL:

CNN notes that "farmers and other residents of Kherson and Zaporizhzhya provided CNN

with details of numerous thefts™

About loading presumably Ukrainian grain on Russian ships in the occupied city of
Sevastopol, CNN, with reference to satellite images of Maxar Technologies, reported in
another article.™ The journalists noted that in the images for 19 May and 21 May, grain was
loaded onto the Russian bulk carriers Matros Pozynich and  Matros Koshka'

CNN while referring to satellite images from Maxar Technologies, reported that the ship
"Matros Pozynich” arrived on 27 May to the Syrian port of Latakia (this was the second trip
of the ship in four weeks). According to some estimates, on this regular voyage, the ship

could cai ry about 30 thousand tons of grain. [he bulk carrier Matros F1¢_1.£~:-|1||_|1 is one of

three vessels that were loading probably sto
invasion into Ukraine in the port of the occu

en Ukrainian grain after the full-scale Russian

pied city of Sevastopol.™

IHL regulations prohibit robbery. It is allowed to
confiscate movable public property in the occupied
territory, which can be used for military operations;
private property must be respected, it is not allowed
to be confiscated, except in cases where destruction or
seizure of such property is required by urgent military
necessity (Fourth Geneva Convention, Article 53, IHL,

norms 49-51).

42

Unlawful, senseless or large-scale destruction and
misappropriation of property not caused by military
necessity, looting of municipalities, as well as certain
other related acts committed during an international

armed conflict are war crimes within the meaning of
the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court

(ICC Statute, Article 8).



7 Imposition of Russian citizenship.

In addition to the mass displacement/deportation of Ukrainian civilian population
of the occupied territories, as EUCCI has written in detail in its previous sigests® the

trend of imposition of Russian citizenship on residents of the territories occupied after
24 February 2022 was gaining momentum in May.

Representatives of the occupation authorities started talking about the issuance of Russian passports at the
beginning of the month™ and then, on 25 May, Russian president Viadimir Putin signed the Decree No. 304 which

simplified admission of residents of the occupied territory of Kherson and Zaporizhzhya regions of Ukraine to

Russian citizenship.™ By another Decree No, 330 of 30 May, the Russian president introduced a “simplified
procedure” for acquiring Russian citizenship by orphans, children deprived of parental care and incapacitated

persons with Ukrainian citizenship.”® Head of the Office of the President of Ukraine Andriy Yermak, while
speaking at the opening of the Russian War Crimes session at the World Economic Forum in Davos, noted that
as of 21 May, the Russian Federation had deported more than 232,000 children to its territory, and more than
two thousand of them were either orphans or separated from their parents.'™

As for the territories of Donetsk and Luhansk regions occupied after 24 February 2022, Russian passports are
issued to residents of these territories in accordance with the legislation of the Russian Federation introduced for
the self-proclaimed "DNR/LNR, in the same was as for residents of "DNR/LNR" (Decree No 183 of 24.04.2019),™

According to EUCCI, peaple in the occupied territories are actively directly or indirectly solicited to apply for Russian
citizenship, positioning this as the only possible condition for establishing a normal life and further residency
in the relevant territory (a condition for unhindered continuation of education, work, receiving pensions and

social benefits, doing business, etc.). For example, according to unconfirmed reports, the occupation authorities
are already putting forward obtaining a Russian passport as a condition for continuing to work in public sector

institutions (schools, hospitals, etc.).

As an example of hidden solicitation and artificial imposition of the idea that obtaining Russian citizenship is
a key to stability in the region, we can quote a video report of the local Kherson TV channel now controlled by
pccupation authorities, in which a man named Dmytro Kuzmenko, who is emphatically called the former head
of the territorial defense of the Kherson region in the story, together with his wife, submits an application for a
Russian passport, after which, against the background of the portrait of the president of Russia, he talks about
‘voluntariness” of this decision, about stability and order that Russia brings to the region. With that, by the facial
expressions of characters of the plot, one can doubt a "voluntary™ nature of their choice.'™
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Some individuals claim direct coercion in obtaining Russian passports. For example, Serhiy Khlan, an advisor
to the head of the Kherson regional military administration, claimed that the Russian military forced detained
residents of the occupied city of Kherson Kherson to write applications for obtaining passports of the Russian
Federation."™ Objectively, it is difficult to say whether this was solely an element of psychological pressure on the
detainees, or whether the military really deliberately forced people to get Russian passports.

The Ministry of foreign affairs of Ukraine condemned the decree of the president of the Russian Federation of

25 May, describing it as opening the way for forcing residents of the territories temporarily captured by the
Russian army to acquire Russian citizenship.™
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Why this constitut

In accordance with the Article 45 of the regulations on respecting laws and customs
of land warfare, which is an annex to The Hague Convention (IV) on the laws and

customs of land warfare of 1907, it is prohibited to force residents of the occupied
territory to swear allegiance to an enemy state.

Protected persons who are in the occupied territory will in no way and in by
no means be deprived of benefits of this Convention in connection with any

changes introduced in relation to the governing institutions or administration of
this territory as a result of its occupation, or in connection with any agreement

concluded between the authorities of the occupied territory and the authorities of
the occupying state, or in connection with annexation by the occupying state of all
or part of the occupied territory (Article 47 IV of the Geneva Convention).

Imposition of Russian citizenship on residents of the occupied territories de jure and
de facto forces them to swear allegiance to the occupying state, which is prohibited
by international law.

Any change of citizenship must be voluntary a priori. Volunteerism requires free

choice, not artificially offered. By example of imposition of citizenship on residents
of the temporarily occupied Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of

Sevastopol,™ it can be noted that the legal framework adopted "in a period of shock

and general legal uncertainty” significantly undermines the ability of any person
to make an informed choice based on a full understanding of the “advantages

and disadvantages™ among the options to leave Ukrainian citizenship or acquire

citizenship of the occupying state. OF course, the situation with Russian citizenship
in the Crimean Peninsula and on the occupied mainland territory of Ukraine is

different, and the issue of acquiring citizenship 1s complex and multidimensional.
However, first facts of imposition of Russian citizenship are already appearing, and
there is every reason to believe that this trend will increase in the future, which at the
same time will allow collecting more evidence of Russia's violations of international
law on the relevant matter.
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lllegal detentions and deprivation
of liberty of civilians.

During May 2022, the practice of illegal arrests by the Russian military (military
personnel of the armed forces of the Russian Federation, Rosgvardiya, FSB, etc.)
and keeping civilian population of the occupied territories in places of detention
has continued. As before, illegal deprivation of freedom of people is carried out
everywhere and is obviously part of the plan or policy of the Russian Federation in
relation to certain segments of the civilian population of the occupied territories
(journalists, public activists and bloggers, volunteers, entrepreneurs, participants in
peaceful protests and other persons who do not support occupation).




Individual examples:

On 09 May,

On 10 May

On 13 May,

On 21 May,

e

a group of people in civilian clothes and with 5t. George's ribbons (probably Russian special
services) in the occupied town of Nova Kakhovka (Kherson region) have arrested a sports
coach Iryna Petrova and took her to the occupied building of the local police station.
Subsequently, on 13 May, it became known that the woman was released.™”

it became known that the Russian military have detained and tortured two residents of
the occupied Kherson region, after which they posted videos with the detainees on the
Internet. The video clearly shows that the faces of both men contain traces of beatings. In
one of the videos, a wire is connected to the ear of a man named Sergey Morozov, which
may indicate that this person was probably tortured with electricity."™

in occupied Melitopol (Zaporizhzhya region), right in the middle of the street, the Russian
military have arrested a local blogger Tetyana Kumok and two of her female friends, Iryna

and Olena (the women's surnames are not quoted). The blogger was released almost
immediately after her arrest, and her female friends were taken out of town, after which

they were also released. This was not the first arrest of Tetyana Kumok. The woman believes
that these detentions are an element of intimidation and are related to her civic activity,™

On May 13 in occupied Kherson (Kherson region), the Russian military have detained
Iryna Gorobtsova. The probable reason for the detention could be the public patriotic
position of the woman and corresponding activity in social networks, as well as living in a

house with a view on Chornobaivka airfield. It is claimed that the woman could have been
accused of adjusting the fire of Ukrainian artillery.™

the Russian military have detained Olesya Dorokhova, acting director of Melitopol
Multidisciplinary Center for vocational education in the occupied Melitopol (Zaporizhzhya
region). A humanitarian hub "from heart to heart” functioned on the basis of the center,
which provided humanitarian assistance to socially vulnerable groups of the population.
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Why this constitutes a violation of IHL:

__--_-——_

During an international armed conflict, the reasons why a party in conflict may

deprive a civilian of his or her freedom are stipulated in the Fourth Geneva
Convention: civilians may only be interned or forcibly seftled in a certain location

if it is absolutely necessary for security of the state under whose authority they
stay (Article 42) and in the occupied territory for reasons of maintaining security
(Article 78). In order for deprivation of freedom in such cases to be considered
lawful, it is also necessary to follow the established procedure (Articles 43, 78 and
others).

Enforced disappearance and arbitrary deprivation of freedom (Customary IHL,
norms 98, 99) directed against civilians are prohibited.

The widespread or systematic practice of enforced disappearances, incarceration
or other cruel deprivation of physical freedom in violation of fundamental norms
of international law is a crime against humanity as defined by Article 7 of the Rome :
Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC Statute, Article 7 (1) (e) (i)).
|

Unlawful deprivation of freedom, hostage-taking and some other related acts

are also considered a war crime in the sense of the Rome Statute (ICC Statute,
Article 8 (2) (a) (i), (viii)).

For reference:
e —

The practice of illegal arrests and detentions in places of detention of civilians,
in particular journalists in connection with their professional activities, has

been widespread since 2014, that is, since the very beginning of Russia's armed \
I

aggression against Ukraine, as EUCCI and other human rights organizations have
repeatedly reported in their publications, research and other materials.

See, for example,
Imprisoned in the "LPR Government” Building

https: //totalaction.org.ua/public /upload /book /1534328816 _LNR_B_engl.
compressed. pdf

War without rules: Gender-Based Violence in the Context of the Armed Conflict in
Eastern Ukraine

https://jfp.org.ua/system/reports,/files,/110//en/gon_eng _220818_web. pdf
Surviving hell

https://totalaction.org.ua/public /upload /book /1522853480 _SURVIVING _HELL _
eng_web.pdf
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Capture of the defenders
of Mariupol.

Coverage of the May events in Ukraine will not be complete without mentioning
the capture of the Ukrainian defenders of the city of Mariupol (Donetsk region)

surrounded by Russian troops. They were defending the city since February 24, and
as of May they were concentrated in the territory of the Azovstal plant.

On May 14, the General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine reported that the garrison "Mariupol”
has fulfilled the assigned combat task and the highest military command ordered the

commanders of the units located at the Azovstal plant to save the lives of personnel. It was
announced that an operation is underway to rescue the defenders of Ukraine blocked on

the territory of the plant.™

Subsequently, a video was released of Ukrainian servicemen leaving the territory of the
plant.™

Afterwards, they were captured as prisoners of war, from where they are to be released as
a result of an exchange (probably as part of a rescue operation).

A retrospective analysis of these events shows that from a theoretical point of view, it was
possible to save the lives of the Ukrainian military by military or non-military means.

The military path consisted of a breakthrough of the defenders of Mariupol in the direction
of the location of the main group of the Ukrainian army or the de-blocking of Mariupol

by the Armed Forces of Ukraine. At the same time, it was quite obvious that as of May,

that breakthrough of the defenders of Mariupol was actually absolutely impossible due to
the forces and means available to them, complete encirclement of the plant, considerable

distance of the main group of Ukrainian troops from Mariupol, the presence of a large
number of sick and wounded among them. The possibility of de-blocking Mariupol by the
Ukrainian army was also unlikely, since its nearest units were located at a distance of 100-
140 km from Mariupol and fought heavy battles with the superior forces of the Russian
Federation. The official Ukrainian authorities and the General Staff of the Ukrainian army
have repeatedly stated that de-blocking of Mariupol by military means is impossible,™

e garrsan of Mariupal leaves tho toermitory of the Aroestal plant

Video soreenshol. Source Assodialed Press
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'he non-military path probably presumed only two possible scenarios. The first is surrender into captivity
followed by an exchange. This option was accompanied by significant risks for the combatants, because there
was no reasonable guarantee that all the prisoners, or at least some of them, would not be killed (here we can
recall Ukrainian soldier Dan Zvonik, who was captured in Mariupol and whose mother reasonably believes that
he was killed in captivity),”" and they would not sustain serious injuries both in the process of surrender into
captivity, and afterwards, in places of detention. Probably, no one could guarantee the Russian Federation's
compliance with the norms of international humanitarian law in treatment of prisoners of war. There was also
no guarantee that they would not be taken to the territory of Russia and, contrary to the norms of international
law, would not be sentenced to long prison terms as “war criminals” or “extremist terrorists’. At the same time
the Russian Federation insisted on the option of surrender into captivity.™ The second option is the so-called
extraction or exfiltration, i.e. a military and political operation consisting of the removal (evacuation) of people
(civilians, military personnel) from enemy territory to a safe place. Operations of varying degrees of complexity
to exfiltrate one person or even a small group of people from enemy territory to a safe place are typical for the
work of special services of different countries in various periods of history (used in relation to agents, employees
or even enemies), but cases of exfiltration of such a group of people that would be comparable to the number

of combatants who were on Azovstal, including the wounded and sick ones are difficult to be found in history

'he most often mentioned operation was the "Dunkirk evacuation” of 1940, when about 300,000 English, French
and Belgian military were evacuated by sea from the city of Dunkirk (France) surrounded by German troops
during several days on 26 May - 04 June. Before that, it is believed that Hitler gave the order to stop the offensive
of German troops and not to approach the city closer than 10 km.

At the same time, the military and political situation around Dunkirk was significantly different from the situation
which had developed around Mariupol as of May. Theretore, the consent of the Russian Federation to exfiltration,
in particular, with the participation of a third country, was a key factor for exfiltration to become possible.

The Russian Federation probably did not provide such consent, which was probably the reason that in order
to save the lives of combatants, Ukrainian authorities agreed to the option of leaving the plant under certain

security guarantees (possibly from third countries) and subsequent exchange
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Why does the failure of the Russian Federation
to provide consent to the exfiltration

is considered as a violation of IHL by EUCCI:

The very fact of a siege of a city or a certain part of it
(an object) is not considered a war crime. Regulations

on laws and customs of land warfare of 1907 even set
minimum requirements for siege and bombing (protection

of buildings intended for religious purposes, art, science
or charity, historical monuments, hospitals and places
where the sick and wounded are gathered, provided that
they are not used at that time for military purposes).

History knows many examples of the siege of cities,
which was accompanied by excessive suffering among
residents and defenders. For example, the siege of
lerusalem in 1187 ended with casualties and losses, the
surrender of Christians to the Ayyubid troops under

conditions of exit of some of inhabitants from the city
for ransom. Some sources describe the process of near-

total rape of women and girls. Here it is appropriate
to recall that among the defenders of Mariupol who
were at Azovstal, there were also women. The second

siege of Saragossa (1808-1809) during the Iberian War
ended with heavy losses in the city, surrender of the

garrison, and a difficult choice between captivity and
joining the French army.

Modern customary international humanitarian law
prohibits "giving an order not to leave anyone alive,

threatening enemy with this, or conducting military
operations on such a basis" (Customary IHL, norm 46).

The Geneva Convention of 1949 also protects the
wounded and sick, which provides, inter alia, that
(Article 15) whenever circumstances permit, the parties
to an armed conflict arrange a short-term truce or
cease-fire or reach local agreements to allow gathering,
exchange and transportation of the wounded who
were left on the battlefield. Also, local agreements may

be concluded between the parties to the conflict on
evacuation and exchange of wounded and sick from

the siege or encirclement zone, as well as on passage
of medical and religious personnel and equipment on
their way to such zone.

In our opinion, the word "may” in relations between
modemn civilized countries must not mislead that we are
talking about the right, and not the duty of the party

to the conflict. The principle of humanism, as a basic
principle that must guide civilized countries, allows us

to state that agreements on evacuation of the wounded

and sick must be concluded in a mandatory way in all
cases where objective circumstances of military nature

allow for it

In the St. Petersburg Declaration of 1868, concluded
during an international conference held at the initiative

of the Russian Empire where almost all the leading
European states of that time were represented, it was

stated that "the success of civilization must have the
consequence of reducing, if possible, the disasters of

war’, The declaration has proclaimed that "the only

legitimate goal that states must have in times of
war is to weaken the enemy's military forces”.

In cases not covered by treaty law, civilians and

combatants remain protected by the principles of
international law arising from established customs,

principles of humanism and requirements of public
consciousness (the so-called Martens warning).

The Defenders of Mariupol, who were at Azovstal,
have repeatedly stated their readiness to agree to

extraction. Moreover, they were among the first to
publicly declare this option for solving the problem of

the encirclement and saving people’s lives. That is, in
fact, under conditions when they ran out or were close
to run out of ammunition, medicines, water and food,

in the interests of the wounded and sick, they agreed to
stop armed resistance, however, not by surrender into

captivity due to existing risks, but rather by extraction
to a third neutral country.

The existing military situation in the area of Mariupol
in general, and around the Azovstal plant in particular,

indicated that the urgent military need for a further
assault by the armed forces of the Russian Federation on

the fortified territory of the plant was absent, because

the forces of their enemy were already weakened and
as a result, the legitimate goal of war in this sector of

the frontline should have been considered achieved.

Further military actions for Azovstal would lead to
absolutely senseless losses of both the personnel

of the armed forces of the Russian Federation and
personnel of the defenders of the city. The complete

destruction of the defenders of the city, including

through the use of such a method as famine, came into
clear contradiction with the principle of humanism and

requirements of public consciousness.

In this regard, the key thesis for the top military and
political leadership of the Russian Federation should be
an inadmissibility of destroying people at Azovstal, the

need to save the lives of combatants on both sides of
the conflict. The acceptance of terms and conditions of

extraction with participation of a third neutral country
was, in fact, a civilized and humane way to quickly end
the armed confrontation for Mariupol.



Reference:
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Since 2014, EUCCI has been documenting human rights violations

committed during the war in Ukraine. The EUCCI team underwent

a series of specialized trainings, where they learned how to properly
collect, process and store testimonies of victims. During 2014-2021, the
centre's interviewers visited almost every city in Donetsk and Luhansk
oblasts (in the territory controlled by the Ukrainian Government) to
collect dozens of first-hand reports of human rights violations. We

collected information on gross human rights violations caused by the
armed conflict, including:

@ illegal detention and detention;

® inhuman treatment;

® torture;

® involvement of minors in organized armed groups,
® gender-based violence.

EUCCI offers each victim free legal aid in the form of counselling and
support in court cases.

The publication was jointly preparred by the Eastern-Ukrainian Center
for Civic Initiatives (EUCCI) and the German organization KURVE
Wustrow — Centre for Training and Networking in Nonviolent Action as

part of the Civil Peace Service [CPS) in Ukraine.

The publication was supported with funds from the German Federal
Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ). We now

face new challenges in the new phase of the war and Russia's large-

scale invasion of Ukraine, but we continue our human rights work and
call on all victims and witnesses of hurman rights violations and IHL to

report such violations to us:

Contacts of EUCCI:
Email: infoEeucci.org

Tel: =38 (044) 5781438, « 38 (063) 6409640
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